25 miles along Lower Rouge from Canton to the Detroit River
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Our Work

Rouge Rescue

River Restoration

Rouge Education Project
Volunteer Monitoring
Bug Hunts

Frog & Toad Survey
Fish Monitoring

Rouge River Water Trail

Welcome to Friends of the Rouge

Located in Southeast Michigan, the Rouge River watershed is the
most urbanized watershed in the state, home to more than 1.35
million people in urban, suburban, and rural communities.

Friends of the Rouge has been working to promote restoration and

stewardship of the Rouge River watershed for 30 years. We invite
you to join us and get involved in our programs and projects.



Rouge River Water Trail

Friends of Rouge River
Wayne County Parks
Michigan Dept. Enivornmental Quality
City of Wayne

City of Dearborn

City of Canton

Detroit Parks and Recreation

Detroit Heritage River Water Trail
Heavner Canoe Rental '
Riverside Kayak Connection
National Park Service

And others........
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Tha routs highighta the unique industrial history of the
Rouge River. See the measive Ford Rougs Conter (Ford
Rowge Flant), pass undsr muitipls suspension bridges,
Zimpes diverss wildife ond poseibly pase o fraghter or
two. The two hour trip begna at the Keassy Feidhouse
Boat Launch in Meivindale and anda on the DetroX River at
the Balongar Park Boat Launch in the City of Rivar Rougs.
2ea kayaks are recommended dus %0 wind and open water.
Hazords includs freightars, bost traffc poor woter quality
and imitad teks-out aites due to industrial operations and
armored bonka. Riverside Hayak Connection offers on
annual trip in partnarship with Frienda of the Rougs overy
Beptember and can ongenize tripa by appointment.

The Lowsr Bronch routs highlights the floodplain forsate

namow river. Frisnda of the Rougs voluntsorne help keep thia
stretch of river apon by removing log 5ama and fallen trose.
Grect bius havona and wood ducks are plantifu and you mey
gimpos an occasional mink or deec. The two hour trip atarte
behind 3600 Commnerce Couwrt off Michigan Avenus and
ands et Coudy Park in downtown Wayne. Hazarde include
occasonad log ama or fellon tross, and shallow apota,
sapacially during low water. Canoe and kayek rentale and
shuttie service can ba arranged with Haawner Canoe Rantal.
within waling dstance @ Wayme. The MichiZfan Avenue
SMART bue can be usad 9 & ahuttie.

Ford Feid in Daarborn offors an sasy launch into @ pond that
connects 0 the Lowar branch. Paddlera can head out into
the Lower brench end paddie upstream and back. Heading
downatream i @ [ttie more adventuroua. A stvetch of foat
moving, shallow wator starting ot the coversd bridgs o
mensgaable but muat be wallkad on the returm. The river @
wooded and natural. Work ia being done to open logama for
paddling %o the confiusnce with the Main branch whare one
can paddie up %o the historic Ford Estote waterfall or down
@long the concrets channel. Hazarde indude logame and
the watarfall. Cance and keyek rentsle and shuttie sansce
can be amenged with Hoawner Canooe Remtal. Peddiorn
looking to comiine their trip with dining, shopping or other
antertsinment wil find Daarborn 0 ba eanily walkabie, or
can wee the Mchigan Avanue SMART bus o & ahuttie.
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SMART Bus Route 200




Rouge River Water Trai

 September 17, S9am—12pm
anger Park Dr, River Rouge, M| 48
tes (map)

kayak rental, huttle, both include lunch. Meet
shuttle at Belanger Park at 9am to e ars

- drop off boats prior at Melvindale.http
riversidekayak.comfindustrial-rouge-to

u r.html




